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SUBJECT: ETHYL-HELLAS SITUATION- WHERE IT STANDS 

REF: THESSALONIKI 0502 AND PREVIOUS 

1. SUMMARY: ETHYL-HELLAS THESSALONIKI PLANT REOPENED 
AUGUST 25 ON BASIS UNDERSTANDING THAT WORKERS WOULD 
RETURN TO PIER 5 OF PORT. WORKERS, HOWEVER. HAVE NOT 
RETURNED AND ETHYL WILL BE FORCED CLOSE PLANT UNLESS 
PIER REOPENED TO GIVE ETHYL USE OF ITS FACILITIES ON IT 
BY SEPTEMBER 1. END SUMMARY. 

2. ONE CONSISTENT FACTOR IN ETHYL-HELLAS SITUATION 
HAS BEEN CONFUSION SURROUNDING IT. LATEST INFORMATION 
IS THAT IN MEETING AUG 22 BETWEEN MINISTERS OF LABOR. 
INDUSTRY, MERCHANT MARINE AND NORTHERN GREECE, AS WELL 
AS REPRESENTATIVES OF PORT WORKERS AND ETHYL HELLAS, 

IT WAS DECIDED THAT WORK AT PIER 5 WOULD RESUME ON 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS. THESE INCLUDED IMPOSITION OF 
ADDITIONAL SAFETY MEASURES, THE FINAL REMOVAL OF ETHYL 
FACILITIES FROM PIER 5 WITHIN 9 MONTHS, AND VISIT BY 
WORKERS' REPRESENTATIVES AND PORT OFFICIALS TO SIMILAR 
ETHYL FACILITIES IN ROTTERDAM AND CADIS, SPAIN. ON 
BASIS THIS AGREEMENT ETHYL REOPENED PLANT AUGUST 25. 
PORT WORKERS, HOWEVER, HAVE NOT RETURNED TO PIER 5 
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AND ETHYL, WHICH HAS BEEN LOADING ITS PRODUCTS IN TRUCKS 
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AND RAILROAD TANK CARS, WILL HAVE FILLED EVERY AVAILABLE 
RENEPTACLE BY SEPTEMBER 1 AND WILL THEN BE FORCED 
SHUT DOWN AGAIN UNLESS PIER 5 REOPENED. ETHYL-HELLAS 
OFFICIALS, IN MEETING WITH CONSUL GENERAL AUGUST 27, 

PROFESSED IGNORANCE OF REASON WORK HAD NOT RESUMED 
ON PIER 5. ONLY EXPLANATION THEY COULD OFFER WAS 
SUGGESTION THAT LABOR LEADERS WANT TO MAKE TRIP ABROAD 
BEFORE RESUMING WORK. 

3. ETHYL REPS, HOWEVER, ALSO SAY THAT THEY UNDERSTAND 
ON BASIS OF CONVERSATION WITH HEAD OF LOCAL ETHYL UNION 
THAT PORT WORKERS ARE READY TO RETURN PIER 5. IN ANY 
EVENT, ETHYL IS CERTAIN THAT ITS EMPLOYEES WOULD 
RETURN TO ETHYL FACILITIES ON PIER 5 IF ALLOWED TO 

DO SO AND THIS WOULD PERMIT ETHYL PLANT TO CONTINUE 
OPERATION. ETHYL MANAGING DIRECTOR WAS TO MEET WITH 
MINISTER OF NORTHERN GREECE MARTIS EVENING OF AUG 27 
AND ASK FOR PERMISSION TO SEND ETHYL EMPLOYEES TO COMPANY'S 
FACILITIES ON PIER BUT WE HAVE HEARD NO REPORT OF 
THIS MEETING. 

4. ETHYL REPRESENTATIVES ALSO MAINTAIN THAT IN 
AUGUST 22 MEETING THEY NEVER AGREED TO REMOVAL OF 
ETHYL FACILITIES WITHIN 9 MONTHS. IN FACT, ETHYL 
MAINTAINS, AS IT ALWAYS HAS, THAT THIS WOULD BE 
PHYSICALLY IMPOSSIBLE. 

5. THESSALONIKI HARBOR MASTER, CMDR ELIADES. IN MEETING 

AUGUST 28 WITH POL/ECON OFFICER. SAID THAT REASON 
PIER 5 HAS NOT REOPENED IS THAT MINISTRY OF MERCHANT 
MARINE WITHHOLDING ITS APPROVAL PENDING INSTALLATION 
BY ETHYL OF AGREED-UPON ADDITIONAL SAFETY MEASURES. 

ITEM IN LOCAL PRESS, HOWEVER, SASS THAT IT IS WORKERS 

WHO ARE REFUSING TO RETURN TO WORK UNTIL ETHYL IMPLEMENTS 

ADDITIONAL PRECAUTIONS. 

6. MOST REFRESHING NOTE OF ENTIRE SITUATION IS 
ANNOUNCEMENT PUBLISHED BY COORDINATING COMMITTEE OF 
PORT WORKERS’ UNIONS SUGGESTING THAT PEOPLE WHO DO 
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NOT BELONG TO UNIONS SHOULD MIND THEIR OWN BUSINESS. 
SPECIFICALLY, THEY SHOULD STOP MEDDLING IN OTHER 
PEOPLES' AFFAIRS AND THAT UNION DOES NOT RECOGNIZE 
RIGHT OF ANY OUTSIDER TO INTERVENE IN ORDER TO PROTECT. 

IN APPEARANCE ONLY, RIGHTS OF PORT WORKERS. 

ANNOUNCEMENT CLEARLY DIRECTED AT PASOK AND LOCAL COMMUNITY 
ENTITIES WHO HAVE USED ISSUE TO GET IN PRESS WITH 
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STRIDENT CALLS FOR ETHYL'S REMOVAL. ANNOUNCEMENT ALSO 
SEEMS TO INDICATE THAT WORKERS ARE PREPARED TO DISCUSS 
IN GOOD FAITH RESUMPTION OF WORK ON PIER 5. 

BRENNAN 
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